
 

Terms Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Focused Author for 
the half term 

Jill Murphy  Alan Ahlberg Malorie Blackman Julia Donaldson  Eric Carle Michael Rosen 

Themes Me and My 
Community 

Once Upon A 
Time 

Starry Night  
 

Ready Steady 
Grow 

Sunshine and 
Sunflowers 

 Big Wide World 

Focus Texts 
 
 

Theme 
recommendations 

‘Reading for 
Pleasure’ 

 
 

Key Vocabulary  

Week 1 – Our School 
Community. 

 
• Starting School  
• This is my School Non-

Fiction 

• The Lion and the 
Mouse 

Key Vocabulary 
Community           Rules 
School                    Office 
Classroom             Dinner 
Hall                        Teacher                 
Caretaker   Head Teacher        
Cook                     Corridors              
Playground  

 
Week 2 Me and My Family. 

 

Week 1 – Into the Woods. 

 
• Goldilocks and the 

Three Bears  

• Little Red Riding Hood  

• Hansel and Gretel 

• Goldilocks and Just 
One Bear  

Key Vocabulary 
Pantomime   Theatre  
Wolf               Bear     
Forest           Woodcutter 
Chair             Porridge, Bed               
Woodland   
 
Week 2 – Animal Tales 

 
• The Three Billy Goats 

Gruff  

• The Three Little Pigs  

Week 1 – Time for Bed. 

 
• Peace at Last by Jill 

Murphy  

• Handa’s Noisy Night by 
Eileen Browne 

• The Noisy Pirates by 
Peter Harris 

• The Gruffalo’s Child. 
Key Vocabulary 
Peace                    Living room 
Clock                         Leaky 
Refrigerator             Notice 
Uncomfortable        Snore 
Alarm clock               Decided 
Daylight hours          Job roles 
Bedtime routine       Season 
 
Week 2 – Night Owls. 

 
 

Week 1 – Food & Farming. 

 
• Muddle Farm  
• Farmer Duck  

• Tractor in Trouble  

• Diary of a Farmer 
(Non-Fiction) 

Key Vocabulary 
Habitat              Desert 
Living things     Arctic 
Woodland         Hot  
Garden              Cold 
Rearing              Grow 
Machine            Pond 
Barn                   Shed 
 
Week 2 – Let’s Grow. 

 
 
• Jack and the Beanstalk  

• Jasper’s Beanstalk  

Week 1 – Come Outside. 

 
• Shark in the Park 
• Jack and the 

Beanstalk  
Key Vocabulary 
Telescope        Soil 
Park               Sunlight 
Garden           Water 
Flowers          Seeds 
Grow             Beans 
Explore           Plant 
Beanstalk 
 
Week 2 – Grow a Garden 

 
• Errol’s Garden 

• I Can Grow a 
Sunflower 

• The Tiny Seed 

• The Secret Sky 
Garden  

Key Vocabulary 

Week 1 – Fantastic Journey 

 
• Little People, Big 

Dreams 
• A Journey Through 

Transport  
Key Vocabulary 
Sea          Fieldwork 
Land        Environment 
Transport 
Air 
Maps 
Atlantic Ocean 
 
Week 2 – All Around the 
World. 

 
• Our World: A First 

Book of Geography  



 

• Once There Were 
Giants  

• The Babies Catalogue - 
Non-Fiction 

• Families, Families, 
Families  

• The Great Book of 
Families  

Key Vocabulary 
Family                  Parent  
Friend                  Brother 
Special                 Sister 
Grandma             Granny, 
Grandpa              Grandad 
Auntie                  Uncle 
Cousin                  Step-
parents Step families. 

 
Week 3 – Let’s Be Friends.  

 
• Lost and Found  

• Colin and Lee, Carrot 
and Pea  

• The Rainbow Fish  

• Will you be my Friend 
? Non-Fiction 

Key Vocabulary 
Friend                  Kind, 
Helpful                 Listen   
Share                    Rules 
Instructions         Choice 

 
 
 

• The Three Little 
Wolves and The Big 
Bad Pig  

Key Vocabulary 
Pig                  Wolf  House              
Troll                Goat                
Bridge 
 
Week 3 – Royal Tales. 

 
• Cinderella 

• The Princess and The 
Pea  

• Snow White and the 
Seven Dwarves  

• Rapunzel  
Key Vocabulary 
King                  Queen Prince               
Princess Royal                
Castle Crown             Throne                          
Fairy godmother 
 
Week 4 - A Story Fit for a 
King.  
 

 
• King Jack and The 

Dragon 

• Once Upon a Wild 
Wood  

• Owl Babies  

• While You Are Sleeping  

• Night and Day Animals – 
Non-Fiction 

Key Vocabulary 
Nocturnal        Diurnal, Night              
Owl         Branch            Trunk 
Twig        Mother       Thought          
Think       Hunt            Ivy      
Brave      Suppose     Wish               
Soft           Silent              
Swooped, Fuss 
 
Week 3 – Out in Space. 

 
• How To Catch A Star  

• The Way Back Home 

• Space by Usbourne 
Beginners – Non-Fiction 

Key Vocabulary 
Decided            Sunrise Appear             
Carefully           Lasso               
Life Belt            Oxygen              
Floating             Idea              
Shore                 Planets 
Space Station    Astronaut 
Stars                  Space Suit 
 
Week 4 -How to get to Sleep. 
 

 

• How Things Grow by 
Non-Fiction 

Key Vocabulary 
Seed               Soil  Root               
Leaves Stalk  Grow Water            
Survive     
Sunlight         Edible 
Traditions      Poisonous 
 
Week 3 – Being Healthy.  

 
• Handa’s Surprise  

• Oliver’s Vegetables  

• Eating the Alphabet  

• Penny Pig’s Super 
Salad Fictional Text 

Key Vocabulary 
Healthy         Diet 
Unhealthy     Vitamin  
Vegetable      Fruit Hydrate          
Sugar Fat        Exercise 
Heart   
 
Week 4 – Down on the 
Farm. 

 
• Rosie’s Walk  

• The Pig in the Pond 

• The Little Red Hen  

• Marvin Wanted More 
 

Stem              Leaf Petal              
Root Seed     Grow  
Water             Soil 

Week 3 – Garden 
Explorers. 

 
• My Butterfly 

Bouquet  
• The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar  

• The Crunching 
Munching Caterpillar  

• My First Book of 
Garden Books  

Key Vocabulary 
Bouquet        Egg Wings           
Legs                Tongue         
Antennae       Insect           
Butterfly        Caterpillar    
Chrysalis        Pupa            
Bee                 Nectar          
Ladybird  
 
Week 4 – Fun in the Sun. 

 
 

• Handa’s Hen  

• Handa’s Surprise  

• Walk This World  
Key Vocabulary 
Habitat            Ocean 
Environment   Lake 
Mountain         Forest, 
Grassland         River  
Rainforest        Desert Sea                 
Island 
 
Week 3 – People Around 
the World. 

 
• All are Welcome  

• Fatou, Fetch the 
Water 

• Baby Goes to Market  
• My Granny went to 

Market  

• https://www.wate
rstones.com/book
/catch-that-
goat/polly-
alakija/polly-
alakija/978184686
0577Catch That Goat!  

Key Vocabulary 
Community    Values 
Diversity         Traditions 
Heritage          Generations 
Culture 
Artefact           Different 

https://www.waterstones.com/book/catch-that-goat/polly-alakija/polly-alakija/9781846860577
https://www.waterstones.com/book/catch-that-goat/polly-alakija/polly-alakija/9781846860577
https://www.waterstones.com/book/catch-that-goat/polly-alakija/polly-alakija/9781846860577
https://www.waterstones.com/book/catch-that-goat/polly-alakija/polly-alakija/9781846860577
https://www.waterstones.com/book/catch-that-goat/polly-alakija/polly-alakija/9781846860577
https://www.waterstones.com/book/catch-that-goat/polly-alakija/polly-alakija/9781846860577
https://www.waterstones.com/book/catch-that-goat/polly-alakija/polly-alakija/9781846860577


 
Week 4 – Working Out Our 
Differences.  

 
• Helping Bear  

• Pip and Posy The New 
Friend  

• The Squirrels Who 
Squabbled  

• Enemy Pie  

• What’s Going on 
Inside Your Head - 
Non-Fiction 

Key Vocabulary 
Different            Disagree     
Valuable            Special           
Unkind               Kind               
Agree                 Care 

 
Week 5 – People Who Help 
Us. 

 
 

• People Who Help us  

• Police (People Who 
Help Us)  – Non-Fiction 

• Firefighters – Non-
Fiction 

• Mixed-Up Fairy Tales 
 
Key Vocabulary 
Story                        Gift   
The End                    Act 
Once Upon a Time 
There lived a… 
Fairy-Tale 
 
Week 5 – Favourite Fairy 
Tales. 

 
• Aladdin by Ladybird 

• Beauty and The Beast  

• Jack and the Beanstalk 
Key Vocabulary 
Favourite          Setting 
Reason             Personal 
Events              Choices 
Characters 

 
 Week 6 – Celebrations. 

 
• The Story of Hannukah 

• The Story of Diwali 
Non-Fiction 

Key Vocabulary 
Celebration      Different  
Hannukah        Similarities 

• Tessy Bear Gets Ready 
For Bed Fictional Text  

• Max at Night 

• Goodnight, World  
Key Vocabulary 
Healthy         Comfortable 
Hygiene         Lullaby 
Oral health    Diet 
 
Week 5 – Day and Night. 

 
• Night Monkey, Day 

Monkey  

• Day and Night Non-
Fiction 

• By the Light of the Moon 
Key Vocabulary 
Day  
Night  
Nocturnal 
Tired 
 
Week 6 – Wonderful Winter. 

 
• Winter - Non-Fiction. 

• All About Animals in 
Winter  

• Little Polar Bear: Where 
Are You Going Lars?  

 

 
Key Vocabulary 
Baby                  Calf  Kid                 
Chick Lamb       Piglet, 
Cygnet            Puppy Kitten             
Produce 
Mammal         Features 
Herd  

 
Week 5 - Farms then and 
Now. 
 

 
• The Little Red Hen  

• Machines on the Farm 
Key Vocabulary 
Ears of Wheat      Flour 
Horse and Cart    Mill 
Harvest             Plough 
Combine Harvester 
Tractor 
Similar           Different 

 
Week 6 – Signs of Spring 
Changes. 

 
• Springtime Non-Fiction 

• One Springy Day: A 
Percy the Parkkeeper 
Story  

• When Spring Comes  

 
• Jump and Shout 

• Summer  

• Summer is Here  
• What Can You See in 

Summer?  
Key Vocabulary 
Sunshine        Picnic 
Sun Cream     Sunburn 
Hydrated        Thirsty 
Safety            Heat/Hot 
 

Week 5 – Plan a Picnic. 

 
• Summer Days and 

Nights  

• Sun  

• The Teddy Bears 
Picnic  

• Where’s The Bus? 
Key Vocabulary 
Map             Protection          
Healthy        Plan  
Choices        Transport 
Location 
 
 
 

 
Week 4– World Explorers. 

 
• Under the Same Sky  
• Clean Up!  

• David Attenborough: 
Little People, Big 
Dreams  

• Little Turtle and The 
Sea  

• Tidy  

• There’s a Rang-Tan in 
My Bedroom  

Key Vocabulary 
Conservation 
Habitat 
Countries 
Harm 
Litter 
Plastic waste 
Environment 
Care 
 
Week 5 – Planning a Trip. 

 
Mr Gumpy’s Outing 
The School Trip  
Whatever Next?  
Key Vocabulary 



 

• Doctors (People Who 
Help Us) – Non-Fiction 

 
 
Key Vocabulary 
Doctor              Nurse               
Police               Fire service 
Emergency        Community  
Paramedic        Ambulance 
 
Week 6 – Exploring 
Autumnal Changes. 

 
 

• Leaf Man  

• Awesome Autumn 
Non-Fiction 

• Pumpkin Soup  
Key Vocabulary 
Autumn             Leaf 
Season               Pinecone 
Acorn           Harvest 
Blackberry         Conker 
Trunk                  Tree 
Roots                  Branch 
 
Week 7 – Animals and 
their Habitats.  

 

Diwali                Light 
Festival             Special 
 
Week 7 – Christmas 
Around the World. 

 
• Christmas by Katie 

Dicker – Non-Fiction 
• The Night Before 

Christmas 
Key Vocabulary 
Christmas        Jesus    
Christians        Celebration  
World              Countries       

Key Vocabulary 
Winter                 Snow 
Weather              Ice 
Rain                      Freeze 
Frost                     Cold 
Season                 Hail 
Hibernation 
Care                     Animals 
Plants                  Shelter  
Air                        Food 
Water                  Sunlight 
 
Week 7 – Winter Experiences 

 
• Water to Ice – Non-

Fiction. 

• One Winter’s Day  

• Pip and Posey: The 
Snowy Day 

• The Gruffalo’s Child  
 
Key Vocabulary 
Ice                        Frozen 
Liquid                  Solid   
Melts                   Water 
Temperature      Freezing 
 
 

 

Key Vocabulary 
Spring             New life 
Weather         Sun 
Warm              Season 
Flowers           Daffodils 
Blossom          Buds 
Snowdrop       Bees 
 
Week 7 – Life Cycles.  

 
• The Teeny Weeny 

Tadpole  

• The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar  

• From Tadpole to Frog  

• From Egg to Chicken  

• From Caterpillar to 
Butterfly 

Key Vocabulary 
Spring           New Life 
Frogs             Tadpole 
Caterpillar     Cocoon  
Butterfly        Egg 
Frogspawn     Froglet     
Hatch            Crack  
Yolk              White 

 
 

Week 6 – Reflections.  

 
• How Are Shadows 

and Reflections 
Made? Non-Fiction  

• Shadows and 
Reflections  Non-
Fiction 

• Through The Magic 
Mirror  

• Little Beaver and the 
Echo  

Key Vocabulary 
Reflection            Echo 
Reflecting            Light  
Bounces               
Shiny surfaces 
Hard Surfaces 
 

Week 7 – Shadows.  

 
• How Are Shadows 

and Reflections 
Made? Non-Fiction 

• Shadows and 
Reflections Non-
Fiction 

Plan    Location  Why  
Where  World     How 
What    Map       Globe 
Who     Transport 
 
Week 6 – Transitioning.  

 
• Say Goodbye… Say 

Hello 

• Ruby’s Worry  

• Be Brave Little Penguin  
Key Vocabulary 
Transition          Excited 
New Classroom 
Brave                 Worried 
Trust                  Scared 
Feelings/Emotions 
 
 
Week 7 – Memories and 
Celebrations.  

 
• A Story About Afiya  

• One Year With Kipper  

• What I Like Most  
Key Vocabulary 
Memories      Valuable 
Special         Past 
Different       Present 
Celebrate      Events 



 

• Hibernation Non-
Fiction 

• Hibernation Station  

• Bear Snores on  
Key Vocabulary 
Hibernate            Squirrel 
Wild animal         Badger  
Fox                        Woodland 
Hedgehog            Forest 

• My Shadow  

• The Foggy Foggy 
Forest  

Key Vocabulary 
Shadows         Weather  
Rainbows        Shape 
Opaque           Clouds 
Blocks light 

 

 

Changes 
Grown 

  
 
 

      

 


