
Nursery Book List 23-24 
Key vocabulary gaps for new texts not yet read – to be complete in due course   

Terms Autumn 1 – 8 weeks Autumn 2 – 6 weeks Spring 1 – 7 weeks Spring 2 – 5 weeks Summer 1 – 6 
weeks 

Summer 2 – 7 weeks 

Focused Author for 
the half term 

Jean Adamson and 
Gareth Adamson 

Topsy and Tim 

Oliver Jeffers 
 
 
 

Jill Murphy 
 

Mick Inkpen 
 

Nick Butterworth 
 

Julia Donaldson 
 

Themes Love is all around 
me 

Space Travellers  
 

Let’s explore  Vets and Pets  
 

Fable, Folk and 
Fairy tales  

 

On the beach 

 Week 1 – Our first week at 
Nursery 
 
 
 
 
 
Key Vocabulary 
Front cover           Title, 
Twins                     Breakfast 
Shy                         Clay 
Instrument           Thirsty 

Key Vocabulary 
Schoolbag             Drawer 
Peg                         Buddies 
Hopscotch            Admired 
Packed lunch       Smelly 
Worried                Whisper 
Apron                    Label 
 

Week 1 I want to be a 
space-traveller! 
 

 
Key Vocabulary 
Floated                        Rocket 
Blasted                  Astronaut  
Space-traveller  
 
How to catch a star by 
Oliver Jeffers 
 
 
 
 
Key Vocabulary 
Star            Hide and go seek 
Sunrise      Night 
Rocket       Net 
Lasso     

Week 1 – What is an 
explorer? 
The Great Explorer by  Chris 
Judge 

 
 
Key Vocabulary 
Explorer                   Map 
North Pole              Globe 
Adventure               Shelter 
Tent                         Igloo 
Cave                        Rescuer 
 
Peace at Last by Jill Murphy  

 
Key Vocabulary 
Snore                         Cuckoo 
Leaky               Uncomfortable 

Week 1 – What is a Vet? 
Busy People: Vet by Ando 
Twin and Lucy M. George  

 
Key Vocabulary 
Ewe               Countryside 
Surgery         Upset 
Bandage       Veterinary 
Wound          Healthy 
Examines      Hooves  
Udders      Bounds 
Vaccinations 
Kipper by Mick Inkpen 

 
Key Vocabulary 
Soggy           Uncomfortable 
Comfortable         
Wrens           Lily pad 

Week 1  
Jack and the Beanstalk 

 
Key Vocabulary 
Market                    Beans 
Supper               Beanstalk 
Adventure              Lullaby 
Axe 
One Snowy Night 

 
Key Vocabulary 
Park keeper               Hut 
Cosy                   Miserable 
Snuggled            Shivering 
Crossly                Chuckle 

Week 1 – Lets go on 
holiday! 

 
Key Vocabulary 
Tiddlers                  Seaside 
Journey                   Sobbed 
Narrow                     Litter 
Ditch                         Tugged 
Unload 
 

  
Key Vocabulary 

Slithered                      Gazed 
 Dock                     Hitch a lift   
Iceberg               Ear-splitting 
Beached                           Bay 
Trail                                  Tide 
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Topsy and Tim Start School 
 

 
 
Key Vocabulary 
Cheerful              Friendly 
Noisier                 Peg 
Jolly                     Astonished 
 

 

 
Week 2 – Babies 
 
There’s a house inside my 
Mummy 
 

 
 

Key Vocabulary 
Hospital           Cosy   
Bathtub           Crazy 
Undressed      Somersault 
Patient 

 
Topsy and Tim: The New 
Baby  

 

Week 2- A real life 
astronaut  
 

 
Key Vocabulary 
Pilot                               Flight 
Space craft            Astronaut  
Engineer             Aeroplane 
The Way Back Home by 
Oliver Jeffers 

 
Key Vocabulary 
Aeroplane          Spluttered 
Moon                  Alone 
Afraid                Martian 
Feared               Spanner 

Week 2 – Real-life explorers 
Amelia Earheart  
 
 
 
 
 
Key Vocabulary 
Planes    Aeroplane 
Wings   Pilot 
Solo 
 
A piece of cake by Jill 
Murphy 

 
Key Vocabulary 
Healthy                        Trooped 
Jog                                Visitors 
Delicious 
 

Week 2  - Down at the 
Farm 

Let’s Go to the Farm 

 
Key Vocabulary 
Excited               Underneath 
Lambs                   Hungry 
Scratchy straw     Gently 
Hatch                    Calves 
Rummage 
 

Kippers little friends by 
Mick Inkpen 

 

Week 2 – The 
Gingerbread Man 

 
 
Key Vocabulary 
Baker                     Paws 
Wide                       Sly 
Tossed                   Gaping 
After the storm

 
Key Vocabulary 
Storm           Pouring rain 
Branches      Creak    
Groan           Damage 
Dreadful       Wrecked 
 

Week 2 – Who’s hiding at 
the seaside?  

 
Key Vocabulary 
Seaside shore Animal 
names – Seals, Sandpiper, 
Seagull, Crabs, Seahorses, 
Sea anemones, Scuttling. 

 
Key Vocabulary 

Told tall tales         Thrashed 
Captured                 Wriggled 
Dawdling             Glimmered 
Shipwreck                     Shoal 
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Key Vocabulary 
Cot            Baby clothes 
Hospital   Careful    
Gurgled 
 
I love you baby by Giles 
Andreae  

  
Key Vocabulary 
Vest               Chest 
Forehead      Dimples  
Plump            Knuckles 

Key Vocabulary 
Inventive             Piglet 
Owlet                   Froglet 
Hoglet                  Paddling 
Dabble                 Gosling 
Puppy 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

 Week 3 – Families  
My love is all around 

 
Key Vocabulary 
Hilltop              Surrounded 
Stream             Whisper 
Meadow          Exclaimed 
Kindness         Shimmering  
All about families  

 
Key Vocabulary 
Family            Mixture 

Week 3 Aspirations   
Counting on Katherine 

 
 
Key Vocabulary 
Yearned                   Universe 
Calculate                Triumphs 
Rocketed             Astronauts  

 
Key Vocabulary 
 

Week 3 Getting lost  
Mini Rabbit Not Lost by John 
Bond 

 
Key Vocabulary 
Lost                            Sign post 
Lighthouse             Dangerous 
Found 
Mr Large in Charge 

 
Key Vocabulary 
Peered                      Ghastly 

Week 3 – A visit to the Zoo 

Dear Zoo by Rod 
Campbell 

 
Key Vocabulary 
Fierce lion           Stripy tiger 
Slithery snake  
Big elephant       Tall giraffe 
Hairy camel 
  

Kipper’s Toybox by Mick 
Inkpen  

 

Week 3 We are all 
unique 
The Ugly Duckling 

 
Key Vocabulary 
Hatch                Ducklings 
Speckled           Clumsy 
Squawked         Reflection 
Swan 
 
The Rescue Party 

Week 3 – A trip to the 
beach  

 
Key Vocabulary 
Orange squash             Tide 
Armbands                      Dash 
Paddling,                        Moat 
Turrets                     Seaweed 

 
Key Vocabulary 
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Family names such as Mam, 
Dad, sister etc 
Siblings          Relatives  

Trudged              Commanded 
Jolted 

Key Vocabulary 
Emptied               Counted 
Owl                       Snake  
Hippopotamus 
Rabbit                   Favourite 
Squeaked             Wriggled 
Cosier 
 

 
 
Key Vocabulary 
Doze              Disappeared 
Rotten           Wail  
Well               Deep 
Perched 
Secret passage 

Animal names        Logpile 
Scrambled              Treetop 

Underground          Lake, 
Roasted               Turned out 
Knobbly knees     Poisonous 

 

 Week 4 – What is love?  
 
Guess how much I love you 
 

 
Key Vocabulary 
Love                    Hare 
Tumbled            Trunk 
Branches           Guess 
 

Love Monster  
 

Week 4  Aspirations  
 

 
Key Vocabulary 
 

 
Key Vocabulary 
 

Week 4 Getting lost  
Lost and Found by Oliver 
Jeffers  

 
Key Vocabulary 
Penguin                     Lost 
Ignored           Disappointment 
Discovered              Harbour 
Delighted                 Searched 
 
A Quiet Night In by Jill 
Murphy 

 
Key Vocabulary 

Week 4 – Bugs and Insects  

The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar by Eric Carle  

 
Key Vocabulary 
Caterpillar            Butterfly 
Leaf               Stomach-ache 
Cocoon                 Nibbled   
Kipper’s New Pet by Mick 
Inkpen  

 
Key Vocabulary 

Week 4  
Working together to 
make bread 
The Little Red Hen 

 
Key Vocabulary 

Clucked           Ear of corn 
Preening         Mumbled 
Gleeful 

The Secret Path 

Week 4 – Recycling  
Somebody Swallowed 
Stanley  

 
Key Vocabulary 

Tentacles              Barnacles 
Vast                       Spluttered 
Pecked 
 

 
Key Vocabulary 
Dragon                    Keenest 
Expert                      Soared 
Zigzagged through the blue 
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Key Vocabulary 
Googly-eyed          Love 
Cute                        Moping 
Down-in-the-dumps  
Fluffy                      Umpf 
Search 
 

Charging about             Herd 
Evening                          Grimly 
Snooze 

Invitations              Timid 
Whiskers               Roly poly 
Nibbling                 Choked 
Underneath 
 

 
Key Vocabulary 
Trundled  Overgrown 
Whisper        Entrance 
Carved 
 

Implore                      Hoarse 
Caught alight            Princess 
Knight                        All agog 

 Week 5 – What makes me 
me! 
All kinds of people by 
Emma Damon  

 
Key Vocabulary 
Tall              Short 
Freckles     Glasses 

All Are Welcome  
 

 
Key Vocabulary 
Welcome          Haste 
Fears                  Hope  

Week 5 
 
Christmas stories – choices 
and vocab to be added 
 
Key Vocabulary 
 
 

 
Key Vocabulary 
Penguin                     Lost 
Ignored           
Disappointment 
Discovered              Harbour 
Delighted                 
Searched 
 

Week 5 
Little Lost Fox by Carolina 
Rabei  

 
Key Vocabulary 
Lost                       Countryside 
Fox cub                 Howled 
Adventure            Home  
Paw prints            Lonely 
Scared   
 
Just One of Those Days by Jill 
Murphy.    

 
Key Vocabulary 

Week 5 Easter focus  
 
We’re going on an Egg 
Hunt by Martha Mumford 

 
Key Vocabulary 
Excited                       Spring 
Egg                               Easter 
Hunt 
Kippers Birthday 

 
Key Vocabulary 
Birthday                         Party 
Present                   Invitation  

Week 5 
 Sleeping Beauty 

 
Key Vocabulary 
Jumped for joy 
Celebrate  
Magnificent ball 
Spindles            Gasped 
Stumbled          Throne 
Servants            Hacked 
Glitziest 
The Treasure Hunt 

 
Key Vocabulary 
Treasure                  Poster 

Week 5 – Under the sea 

 
Key Vocabulary 
Scale                               Glide  
Shimmer                  Dazzling 
Loneliest                            
Poured out his troubles 
Glittering               Wavered 
Peculiar 

 

 
Key Vocabulary 
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Community Dreaming                    Tricky 
Comfy 

Bandstand                Hunt   

  Week 6 – Healthy Me! 
Topsy and Tim Go to the 
Doctor  

  
Key Vocabulary 
Misty                       Misery 
Health Centre       Glum 
Stethoscope     Prescription  
Topsy and Tim Go to the 
Dentist 

 
Key Vocabulary 
Dentist            Health Centre 
Mask               Toothache 
Filling              Drill  
Receptionist  Toothbrush  

Week 6 
Christmas stories – choices 
and vocab to be added 
 

 
Key Vocabulary 
 

Week 6 
The Big Adventure by Elina 
Ellis  
 

 
Key Vocabulary 
adventure, moose, 
preparation, storm, anxious, 
shuddered 
 
Whatever Next by Jill 
Murphy  

 
Key Vocabulary 
Moon                         Space 
Rocket                    Passengers 
Journey                  Roared 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Week 6  Lets go on a 
picnic! 
 Little Red Riding Hood  

 
Key Vocabulary 
Forest               Growled 
Bunch               Cottage 
Rumbled          Grumbled 
Dressing gown and night 
cap                    Snarled 

One Spring Day 

 

Key Vocabulary 
Muttered             Tangled 
Bundled               Chuckled 
Clomp                  Breather 
Nuisance 

Week 6 – Under the sea! 

 
Key Vocabulary 
Silvery                          Stroll 
Deafening               Acrobat 
Jugglers                     Toured 
 

 
Key Vocabulary 
Tusks                       Trunk 
Coils                        Slither 
Beak                        Croak 
Discover 
 
 

 Week 7  Love is all around 
us 
Love Always Everywhere 
by Sarah Massini 

 Week 7   
We’re Going on a Bear Hunt 
by Michael Rosen 

   Week 7 –  
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Key Vocabulary 
Loud                   Quiet 
Care                    Share 
Love 
 
I love you by Giles Andreae 

 
Key Vocabulary 
Love             Single 
Friends        Lucky  
Together  

 
Key Vocabulary 
Oozy                Scared Swishy 
swashy 
Squelch      Stumble trip 
Swirling           Whirling 
Narrow               Gloomy Cave                    
Tip toe 
 
Five Minutes Peace by Jill 
Murphy  

 
Key Vocabulary 
Peace                         Pleasant  
Groaned                    Beamed 
Five minutes  

 
Key Vocabulary 
 
 
 

 
Key Vocabulary 
 

 Week 8 - Exploring Autumn  
We’re going on a leaf hunt 
by Steve Metzger 

 
Key Vocabulary 
Forest                    Leaf 
Colourful              Skunk 
Maple                   Birch    
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Ten little pumpkins 

 
Key Vocabulary 
Pumpkin        Farmer 
Crate               Hayride  
Disappears    Grinning    
Spooky           Pair of bats  
 

 


