
                                Curriculum Coverage – Reception                                      

 

  Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  

Title  Me and My Community Once Upon a Time Starry Night Ready Steady Grow   Sunshine and 
Sunflowers 

 Big Wide World  
   

Reception progression in writing skills. 

Note: In Reception where children may not be confident writers yet, aspects of the writing curriculum will be implemented by the support of adults and 

the intended opportunities given as part of curriculum coverage. Children will be taught the expectations of early writing through fine and gross motor 

activities underpinned by the Future Steps Earth Handwriting Programme. Learning as such will include sufficient practise to develop their upper arm 

and shoulder strength alongside opportunities for children to move their lower arms and wrists independently. This will then move into ensuring a 

wealth of opportunities for the children to make representations, freely mark make and draw and write and copy when guided. 

Read, Write Inc. 

From the start of the Reception year children will be grouped accordingly following Read, Write Inc. screening every half term. This will ensure children 

receive writing opportunities that are matched to their ability level. 

Reception 
Checkpoints  

• Developed upper arm and 
shoulder strength 
sufficiently?  (don’t need 
to move shoulders as they 
move their hands and 
fingers) 

• Move and rotate lower 
arms and wrists 
independently 

• Can draw feely 

• Can draw, write and copy 
when guided 

• Make a representation of 
their name when asked  

• Can hold pencil 
competently 

• Begin to form lower case 
letters that have been 
taught 

• Use core muscle 
strength to achieve good 
posture when sitting at a 
table or on the floor 

• Form letters correctly  

• Form taught lower-case 
and capital letters 
correctly 

• Say a sentence 
(memorise) they wish to 
write and write it 

• Use ‘Fred’ fingers to say 
each sound that they 
wish to write and write 
it 

• Develop an 
efficient 
handwriting style 

• Write a short 
sentence with 
words with known 
sound-letter 
correspondence 

• Awareness of 
capital letter and a 
full stops. 

• Re-read what they 
have written to 
check that it makes 
sense. 

ELGs 
• Hold a pencil 

effectively in 
preparation for 
fluent writing -
using the tripod 
grip in almost all 
cases  

• Begin to show 
accuracy and care 
when drawing 

• Write 

recognisable 

letters, most of 

which are 

correctly formed. 



• Spell words by 

identifying 

sounds in them 

and representing 

the sounds with a 

letter or letters. 

• Write simple 
phrases and 
sentences that 
can be read by 
others 

 

 

Reception progression in reading skills  

Reception progression in reading skills Note: in Reception where children may not be fluent readers yet, aspects of the reading curriculum will be covered by an 

adult reading to the children and books being shared. Children will be taught the expectations of careful listening and why this is important helping them to engage 

in story time. They will be encouraged to use a wider range of vocabulary that is influenced by fiction, non-fiction, rhymes and songs.  

Fluency and word reading will be taught daily in Read Write Inc Phonics lessons, but skills must be reinforced in other lessons throughout the week:  

 

• Being able to orally blend when modelled by an adult.  

• Knowing that text is read starting from the left and moving to the right.  

• Being able to read a few common exception words in line with our Read, Write Inc programme.  

• Being able to read simple phrases and sentences made up of words with known letter-sound correspondence.  

• Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending.  

• Have the ability to re-read what they have written to check that it makes sense.  

• Children learn to appreciate simple rhymes and poems, reciting some by heart (link to whole class reading and singing)  

• Recognise and join in with predictable phrases used in whole class reading of repetitive texts 

Authorial Intent 

In Reception this must be taught whenever a book is read to children. Teachers will link this to text structure. 



Language Structure and Organisation 

This will be covered in Read Write Inc Phonics lessons but must also be taught when teachers share a class book and in other curriculum areas when text is used: 

• Being able to engage in story time. 

• Being able to listen to and talk about stories displaying some understanding. 

• Developing their knowledge of vocabulary. 

Being able to articulate their thoughts in well-formed sentences in relation to an event or activity. 

Comprehension 

Retrieve 

Being able to answer who, 

where and when questions 

verbally with some extended 

thought and explanation.  

 

 

Question 

Teach children to ask 

direct questions after a 

discussion about a text.  

Support the children to 

develop their ability to 

question in context of 

what is being discussed.  

Infer 

Support the children in being 

able to understand same and 

different when comparing. 

Develop ability to use picture 

and context cues to infer 

information. 

 

Predict 

Use what children know and 

what they can see to predict 

events from a story. 

Use familiar stories to 

develop prediction skills that 

can be orally shared. 

Summarise 

Children to talk fluently to explain a 

sequence of events in order. 

Be able to demonstrate their 

knowledge of a story or text by 

drawing our key points to display 

understanding. 

 


